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Nine Trades of Dundee
Artist: Alan Grieve
Location: Nori Salon, Reform Street, Dundee

‘Nine Trades of Dundee’ is a yearlong project devised by Exhibitions at Duncan of Jordanstone
College of Art & Design, where nine UK/EIRE artists with second non-art trades are
commissioned to lead collaborative art projects with workers from that particular trade in
workplaces across Dundee from July 2009 — July 2010.

Dunfermline artist and hairdresser Alan Grieve has started his project with staff and customers
of Nori Salon, Reform Street, Dundee. Alan graduated from the Master of Fine Art course at
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design in 2008 but has been a hairdresser for 25
years, continuing to cut hair throughout all his studies.

From conversations about disco injuries to stories about tattoos, Alan is being inspired by the
salon workplace. He is at the salon each Wednesday for a year. He plans to catch salon
customers’ attention with a ‘Comment of the Week’ wall where he will exhibit drawings and
illustrated stories next to the hair washing sinks. Customers have already started to hand him
drawings of the haircuts they would like.

From this exchange he will create a magazine with his colleagues that can be distributed
through salons throughout Dundee.

‘Nine Trades of Dundee’ is inspired by the Dundee charity group The Nine Incorporated Trades
of Dundee, which has operated since the 1800s. As co-incidence would have it, Norrie
McDicken, the owner of Nori Salon, is a member of The Dyers, one of the nine groups including
Bakers, Hammermen, Fleshers and Bonnetmakers.

Norrie McDicken said : Alan is creating a real buzz with the staff, its good having him in the
Salon because he livens up our day in an interesting way. He gets us excited about things and
helps us to think differently, the staff can relate to him because he has experience of
hairdressing but he also brings another point of view to our conversations. The drawings in the
staff room and Salon are a starting point for discussions.

Alan Grieve said: One month into the Nine Trades at Nori Salon and the staff room is buzzing
with ideas and banter, filtering out onto the shopfloor and capturing the imagination of both staff
and clients. "Comment of the Week" inspires diverse and unpredictable conversation, offering
much creative potential already. Just today, for example, the chat swung from the finer points of
Gypsy Jazz to teeth whitening with household bleach, from disco injuries to the Norse
translation of the word, 'freedom'. The dangers of global travel also got a mention as did the
advantages of global warming. Some people will do anything for a tan. Where will it all end?
The coming year promises to be busy, diverse and unpredictable! Bring it on!

You can follow Alan’s story on his blog at: http://ninetradesalan.blogspot.com/
Notes to Editors:
1. Alan is available for interview by contacting Laura Simpson on:

01382 385330 ninetrades@dundee.ac.uk
2. Images (and logo) are available on request. Contact Laura as above.




3. Nine Trades of Dundee is a project devised by Exhibtions Department, Duncan of
Jordanstone College of Art and Design, University of Dundee.

4. The outputs of the ‘Nine Trades of Dundee’ will include nine core collaborative
commissions; two ‘scrivener’ commissions, visually documenting the collaborative
commissions; two essay commissions; a ‘Nine Trades Final Gathering’ event bringing
together the artists, participants and wider audience; two ‘open door’ tours to see the
work in situ; nine ‘Nine Trades Apprenticeships’ for Duncan of Jordanstone students; one
‘Nine Trades’ workshop for a Dundee school; an Edinburgh International Festival musical
performance co-presented with The Space of ‘Experimentum Mundi’, an Italian orchestra
of artisans; and a linked Creative Learning Resource to accompany the ‘Nine
Incorporated Trades of Dundee’ display at McManus Galleries.

Exhibitions Department, Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, 13 Perth Rd,
Dundee, DD1 4HT.
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